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character, in my opinion. The Fascist power in Italy has been over-
thrown and will, in a reasonable period of time, be completely expunged,
mainly by the Italian democracy themselves. If there is anything left
over for the future we will look after it. Profound changes have taken
place in Soviet Russia. The Trotskyite form of Communism has been
completely wiped out. The victories of the Russian Armies have been
attended by a great rise in the strength of the Russian State, and a
remarkable broadening of its views. The religious side of Russian
life has had a wonderful rebirth. The discipline and military etiquette
of the Russian Armies are unsurpassed. There is a new National
Anthem, the music of which Marshal Stalin sent me, which I asked the
B.B.C. to play on the frequent occasions when there are great Russian
victories to celebrate. The terms offered by Russia to Rumania
make no suggestion of altering the standards of society in that country,
and are in many respects, if not in all, remarkably generous. Russia
has been very patient with Finland. The Comintern has been abolished,
which is sometimes forgotten. Quite recently, some of our represen-
tatives from the Ministry of Information were allowed to make a
considerable tour in Russia, and found opportunities of seeing for
themselves whatever they liked. They found an atmosphere of candid
friendliness and a keen desire to see British films, and hear about our
country and what it was doing in the war. The children in the schools
were being informed about the war on the seas, and of its difficulties
and its perils, and how the Northern convoys got through to Russia.
There seemed a great desire among the people that Britain and Russia
should be friends. These are very marked departures from the con-
ceptions which were held some years ago, for reasons which we can
all understand*

We have no need to look back into the past and add up the tale
and tally of recrimination. Many terrible things have happened.
But we began thirty years ago to march forward with the Russians in
the battle against the German tyranny of the Kaiser, and we are now
marching with them, and I trust we shall until all forms of German
tyranny have been extirpated. As to Nazism, the other ideology, we
intend to wipe that out utterly, however drastic may be the methods
required. We are all agreed on that in this House, whatever our
political views and doctrines may be. Throughout the whole of the
British Dominions and the United States, and all the United Nations,
there is only one opinion about that; and for the rest, whatever may
be said as to former differences, there is nothing that has occurred
which should in any way make us regret the twenty years' Treaty which
we have signed with the Russians, and which wul be the dominating
factor in the relations which we shall have with them.

I see that in some quarters I am expected to-day to lay out, quite